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Overview 
 
We warmly welcome you to our Disclosure Document which will inform you about the exciting 
opportunity for you to become involved with the Sydney Coastal Ecovillage (SCEV) project.  
It will be the job of the SCEV co -operative to develop this e covillage and then blocks can be sold 
from this structure in the usual way with independent title. The focus is on Environmental, 
Social and Economic sustainability. What we are offering is a sophisticated and clever way of 
living for the 21 st century. Aft er the lots have been sold and homes built, common property and 
facilities will continue to be developed and owned by the co -op and managed by our 
communityé.if you choose, this could mean you!  
 
Why an ecovillage?  
Sydney Coastal Ecovillage (SCEV) will be the first sizable, international -standard ecovillage to be 
developed in the Sydney region. An ecovillage is a new type of settlement that provides 
residents with an alternative to the current patterns of living. It is a community of people living 
in a sustainable way, focussing on the principles of environmentally sensitive property design 
and living practices, active community relationships and events, and developing sustainable 
economic activities. SCEV aims to provide a safe and future -focussed living environment for 
families, couples and singles and provide a demonstration  of this  to external groups. Together  
and collaboratively  we will solve the many unknown variables that will arise and with the 
knowledge, experience and skills of our memb ers, take opp ortunities that  come our way.  
Our vision is in line with world definitions of ecovillages so that we are able to learn from best 
practice and hopefully go beyond these.  
 
òEcovillages are urban or rural communities of people, who strive to integrate a supportive 
social environment with a low -impact way of life. To achieve this, they integrate various 
aspects of ecological design, permaculture, ecological building, green production, alternative 
energy, community building practices, and much moreó (GEN 2007)   AND 
 
òAn ecovillage is a human-scale, full -featured settlement in which human activities are 
harmlessly integrated into the natural world in a way that is supportive of healthy human 
development and can be successfully continued into an indefinite future ó (Gilman 1991) 
  
In line with these definitions, we are planning for the village to have all the opportunities for 
normal living provided within it. This does not mean an entirely self -sufficient or isolated 
community, but does include such types of funct ions as residential, commercial, social and 
economic activities. Also we will respect the equality between human and other forms of life, 
harmlessly integrating our activities into the natural world while promoting our physical, 
emotional, mental and spiri tual well being. Finally we seek broad sustainability so that our 
actions can successfully continue into the future.  
 

It is the view of SCEV that only by involving future residents in the planning and development 
stages, that a sustainable village will be formed, in which residents take responsibility and feel 
engaged therein. If you relate to our Vision and Mission then joining us on this journey of 
development may be one of the best times of your life. Together, we have the marvellous 
opportunity to be pa rt of a way of life that will seize intelligent design, bountiful health 
practices, principled business, common sense caring, joyous celebration and good old fashioned 
fun. We will strive to create a truly sustainable and balanced lif e for our residents an d friends.  
Please join our Association by completing the form at the back of this document  if you see this 
kind of future is for you and youõd like to look us over.  
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2. Purpose 

Vision 
 
To create, live in and continue to learn and improve in, a model ecovill age with a joyful, 
unified, effective and sustainable community with intelligent and sustainable use of the earthõs 
resources throughout the life of the ecovillage.  

Mission 
 

Together we will research, design and build a stylish, inter -generational, friendl y, demonstration 
ecovillage in the township of Narara, blending the principles of social, environmental and 
economic sustainability.  
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3. Proposed Sustainability Features of the SCEV 
 
The interplay between environmental, social and economic considerations i s deemed as crucial 
to securing the overall sustainability of the development. Some of the guiding values and 
objectives  showing how we will live sustainably  are presented here.  
 
Environmental Sustainability  
¶ "Deep green", cutting edge residential developme nt which seeks to utilise Permaculture 

and best ecological technologies and practices available today.  
¶ Village design based on sustainability principles, as utilised successfully in leading 

ecovillages around the world.  
¶ Ecological buildings using passive solar design and sustainably sourced, natural materials.  
¶ Use of existing buildings wherever possible.  
¶ Collection and use of rainwater on site.  
¶ Water conservation through grey water recycling.  
¶ Sustainable waste treatment including composting toilet systems.  
¶ Use of renewable energy sources, such as solar power, with the option to feed back into 

the power grid.  
¶ Composting and recycling of all domestic wastes.  
¶ Use of walking and cycling as the predominant mode of transport within the pedestrian -

friendly, human sc ale village.  
¶ Co-operative transport, such as carpooling, to minimise both costs and the environmental 

impact and to enhance community.  
¶ Preserving purity of air, soil and water through strict ecological standards.  
¶ Organic and/or bio -dynamic agricultural act ivities.  
¶ Encouragement of local wildlife and the exclusion of domestic animals e.g. dogs and cats.  
¶ Preservation and rehabilitation of native vegetation.  

Social Sustainability  
¶ Village design that facilitates community interaction and balances our need for  private 

space. 
¶ All homes to be within walking distance of the village centre.  
¶ Active participation of residents in community decision making and governance.  
¶ Training in co-operative dispute resolution procedures to enhance community 

communication and deci sion making. 
¶ Inclusive community, welcoming the involvement of people from all ages, economic 

circumstances and cultural backgrounds.  
¶ Inclusive of people with disability through accessible design.  
¶ An interdependent culture of mutual support and respect.  
¶ Integration with the wider Central Coast community.  
¶ A village environment which is ideal for raising children - safe and rich in community with 

naturally designed play areas.  
¶ A community supporting people through all stages of their life.  
¶ Community building through joint activities, celebrations, shared interest groups, 

community organic garden and much more!  
¶ Community development prior to living on site, through the process of creating the 

ecovillage, will help to advance relationships and lead to sense of o wnership and unity 
within the settlement.  
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Economic Sustainability  
¶ A community-supported, usage of community assets which aids in the attainment of our 

goals and general cash flow. 
¶ Opportunity for a diverse range of enterprises based in a vibrant village ce ntre which 

facilitates work within the ecovillage.  
¶ Surplus from the village development will be invested in community facilities and the 

establishment of village -based enterprises. 
¶ The investigation of trade in goods & services without cash through Local E nergy Trading 

System (LETS). 
¶ Support of local services and produce to encourage our local economy.  
¶ Community-shared facilities and equipment  
¶ Reduced household and village running costs through sustainable energy and water 

systems. 
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4. The Sydney Coastal Ecovillage Site 
 

An intensive due diligence process has determined that the physical site at Reserve Road, Narara  
is appropriate for a fantastic ecovillage. Anecdotally, over the past four years, hundreds of 
people have visited the site with very positive comments. 
 
The characteristics of the site are as follows:  
1. The site comprises approximately 70 hectares of land.   
2. The site is located 1İ hours north of Sydneyõs CBD. It is accessible by car and more 
importantly by rail.  
3. The Narara Station is wit hin walking and cycling distance from the land  and is the second 
station north of Gosford on the Central Coast.  
4. At present the land houses the NSW Department of Primary Industryõs (DPI) Gosford 
Horticultural Research and Advisory Station, which will be vacating the site in 2011. Over 70 
people are currently employed there.  
5. The topography of the site is varied and ranges from quite steep in the conservation and 
forested areas, through to river flats. It is bordered on three sides by protected state for est.  
6. The site has two existing (managers) houses, one heritage listed and the other built more 
recently. There are approximately another 50 buildings on site in various stages of repair, 
including a working office block and a conference centre. There ar e numerous fruit and nut 
trees, other beautiful heritage listed trees and a neighbouring rainforest arboretum. There are 
numerous species of wildlife, with the sound of bell birds not far from the 45 ML dam.  
7. The land is about 20 - 30 minutes from Terrig al and Avoca beaches and close to schools, shops 
and the Gosford hospital.  

 
 

Copy of Lyndall Parrisõ blog October 2009: If the Universe/God did billboards:  
 
òIf the Universe/God put a sign out the front of the Narara land for what s/he wanted it to 
become now, it would scream òECOVILLAGEó. S/he would understand the Permaculture 
Principle relating to the reuse of existing structures and say: BIG OPPORTUNITIES HERE. The 
existing Administration Complex  is a ready-made Community Centre/Economic Hub  and could 
house a Cafeteria, Cooperative food and supplies shop, library, meeting/office spaces, mail 
boxes. There is a perfect Village Hall  for parties, concerts, yoga, performance and community 
events that can start right now. The Heritage Fisheries building  could make a great place for 
some sort of youth activities and/or a place to pick up our vegies delivered from a Community 
Supported Agriculture (CSA) scheme. The fertile flood plain  could produce the food to be 
distributed throughout our immediate and broader co mmunity. The beautiful Heritage 
Managerõs cottage could make an amazing gallery/museum/education centre, telling the 
stories of our white and indigenous local history.  
There are numerous sheds for all sorts of usage including workshops, storage, additional  
rainwater and solar capture for village use. Around all this and the old heritage trees, we could 
place low-footprint housing in a sensitive manner respectful to this beautiful parcel of landó 
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Map of the site  
 

 
 

Village Composition 
 
The ôhuman habitatõ area of the ecovillage will be limited to about 11 hectares where we seek 
to develop a mix of homes. From detached single family homes, through attached town houses 
to apartments and so that we leave plenty of open space for the various activities in which 
residents may choose to engage as well as creating a broad, inclusive settlement.  
 
The results from our survey s indicate that there is a diverse range of age groups interested in 
getting involved with this project.  
 
The intention is to create a vil lage which is home to a diverse community with a mix of 
household types. We believe that a cross -generational village will create a truly rich and 
sustainable social fabric. Households at different phases of the life cycle require different sizes 
and types of dwellings. With this in mind we hope to cater for families, couples and singles 
within the village.  During a later stage in the project and because of the nature and importance 
of looking after this land, we will seek to set up a parallel market struc ture to ensure that 
homes can be subsidised for young people with appropriate passion and energy to buy into this 
project and contribute to the physical custodianship of the land. Willing Workers On Organic 


